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The restoration of the frescoes carried out in the 
Vatican’s Stanza della Segnatura and Stanza di Eliodoro, 
on the Madonna del Divino Amore in the Capodimonte 
Museum in Naples, and on La Perla and Lo Spasimo in 
the Prado in Madrid, and the programme of technical 
investigations which has run alongside this work, has 
made a substantial body of documentary material 
available. New academic hypotheses formulated on the 
basis of these materials are here discussed by specialists 
in problems concerning Raphael and early sixteenth-
century Italian painting.
The fruits of the dialogue between art historians and 
restorers, the texts and the sensational photographic 
documentation that we present in this volume, allow us 
to look with new eyes and from a previously unexplored 
angle – but one which in some cases, as we have seen, 
boasts very early precedents – at the grand unfolding 
of stylistic development and inspired inventiveness in 
Raphael’s technical researches.

Barbara Agosti and Silvia Ginzburg

This publication is the result of the skilful work 
undertaken by several specialists, within the Vatican and 
outside.

The studies proposed at the 2014 conference are now 
available for the many interested people who were 
unable to attend the meeting or who wish to refresh 
their knowledge of what was said at the time.

The editors of this work have been able to harmonize 
contributions that present different aspects of Raphael, 
the master of the Vatican Rooms, into a coherent text, 
important for studies on Raphael. 

Barbara Jatta
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Presentation

DDuring the last ten years, the Edizioni Musei Vaticani have published many results of 
research, restoration and numerous other activities that take place behind the walls of 
the Vatican Museums, the Pope’s Museums. As Director, I am particularly proud of what 
has been achieved, always in the name of excellence.

This publication, which is the result of the skilful work undertaken by several 
specialists, within the Vatican and outside, in relation to the Divine Raphael, is a further 
and valuable enrichment of all this.

The studies proposed at the 2014 conference are now available for the many interested 
people who were unable to attend the meeting or who wish to refresh their knowledge 
of what was said at the time.

Acknowledgements are therefore due to Barbara Agosti and Silvia Ginzburg for 
adapting the contributions into a coherent text, important for studies on Raphael, also 
in view of the upcoming fifth centenary of the death of the artist two years from now, 
which we are preparing to celebrate.

The editors of this work have been able to harmonize contributions that present different 
aspects of Raphael, the master of the Vatican Rooms: from Sylvia Ferino-Pagden’s essay, 
focusing on the problems of methodology, to the more technical texts on restorations by 
Paolo Violini and Arnold Nesselrath, and many more.

Special thanks are due to Federico Di Cesare, Head of our Publications Office, and 
his colleagues: they have followed this work with their characteristic affirmed patience, 
offering it to us in an elegant and refined form; and to Paolo Violini, for his help to the 
editors.

An affectionate thought goes also to Antonio Paolucci who, as a great Raphaelist 
and tireless promoter of Vatican restorations, cared deeply about the outcome of this 
research. He will no doubt be satisfied with a work that is as fascinating for him as it is 
for all of us.

 Barbara Jatta
 Director of the Vatican Museums


