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D ear girls and boys,  
I’ve always dreamed of being able to publish a 
guide-book to the Gregorian Egyptian Museum 
for girls and boys beginning to study the 

civilisation of Ancient Egypt. 
This is not a book about Egyptian civilisation – there are already many 
such examples. No, this is a book which reveals Egyptian civilisation 
through the archaeological finds preserved in the Pope’s Museums.  

The fascination with archaeology, in fact, has brought about a 
recovery of the original value of material evidence which an ancient 
civilization has left for us. An archaeological find belongs to distant 
times, in which no-one now participates, it speaks a long-dead 
language, and expresses concepts very alien to us today…
The materials from which the object is made, the techniques used 
in its manufacture, the colours, the decoration, any inscriptions, 
the site of the find, and the dating all become equally important 
elements for understanding an ancient object in its original function 
and complexity.

This is why each find in this book is introduced with a title, which 
immediately defines its value within Egyptian culture. And why each 
find is accompanied by a further page where you can ‘Learn more 
about…’ the topic.
The stories of what happened to these finds, following their original 
discovery, has also been included: how, from the ancient Nile Valley, 
did it come to be inside a glass case in this museum in the Vatican 
City State; who found it, and under what circumstances; how many 
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hands has it passed through; and how was it understood over the 
course of the centuries… all these factors make each find unique 
and inimitable!

Notwithstanding this, however, there has never been any lack of 
fake antique objects for sale on the antiquarian market, deceiving 
even the most expert eye. And you will find a most riveting example 
in this book!

So, prepare yourself to travel in time to Ancient Egypt through the 
halls of this marvellous museum!

P.S.
This book, and therefore your opportunity to travel in time, 
would not have been possible without the enthusiastic support 
of Mario and Agnese who have written the pages of this 
book with me!
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